


C u r r e n t S t a t u s
A paper describing the proposed system and
preiiminary experiments has been presented at
an international conference [1]. We have since
conducted further extensive experiments on
simulated and real food components which
have demonstrated the robustness and place
ment accuracy of the system to within an aver
age of 2.5mm for three example products: cu
cumber slices on bread substrate, sausage
slices on bread substrate and chicken breast

pieces on lettuce substrate. Further investiga
tions have centred on extending the system to
deal with spreadable materials.
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'Teaching by Example for Flexible Automation
in Food Product Assembly" is a three year,
BBSRC Agri-Food Directorate funded research
in collaboration with Solway Food Ltd. and
Rutland Handling Ltd. The program is due to be
completed in August 2001. Jem Rowland and
Mark Lee are the principal investigators with
Tomos Williams employed as the research as
sociate.
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